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OF SCANDALL. 


23 E that would know the true . proper full im- 
portance of the word Scandall or Offence, or 
to be Offended or Scandalized (as they are ta- 
ken for the ſame) need not ſecke into many 
authors for it, The new Teſtament,and the As 
pocry phail bookes,and the Greeke tranſlation 
- of the old Teſtament, are the prime authors that have_uſed 
theſe words, and all other later Chriſtian writers may juſtly 
be thought to have had them from that Fountaine ; ancient 
prophane writers not affording them. From hence 'twill be 
fare juſt to inferte, that in as many ſenſes as the ſcripture Ca- 
nonicall & Apocry phall hath uſed the words,in ſo many they 
may be Juſtly-uſed,and in no more, Now the uſes of the word 


3 
S 1: 


$ 2. 


Scanzall among them arecither naturall (as generally in the 4/2201, 


old Teſtament, Jor borrowed ,s,e.metaphoricall, @s cheifely in 
the new. )It naturally fignifies 3 things. 1. A Trapp, a Gin, or 
Snare to catch any thing: So in the Greek tranſlation of -P/al. 
69.22.the word is u{'d, (being joyn'd with 3 other words 


which ſignify ſnare and g:2,)andin our new tranſlation is ren- mY 5%) Vneas 


dred a zrapp: wherefore in the place of Roms. 11.9. where the 
Ame wordsare cited out of the Septuagints tranſlation,and not 
out of the Hebrew text of the Palme, I ſhould conceive it 
ſhould be rendred by analogy,not ſtumbling blocks,but gin, or 


ſome ather word belonging to. this firſt ſignification...Ih this 
A 3 lence 
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ſenceitisuſed t fac .5.4. where it is all one with /nave, andir 
is farther interpreted by (/aying wair by the way) to catch them. 


treacheronfly .Soagaine Wiſ4:14. 11. the word isuſed, and ex. 
plained by another word, ſignifying a :rapp,orſnaxe, the very 
ſame that was uſed in the Plalmes, and to the Romans. 

2, [t ſignifies any O&ftacle or bindrance laid in 2 mans way,by 
which the paſſenger is detain'd or ſtopt , peculiarly a ſbarpe 
Stake, ſuch as in time of warre men were wont to: put in the 
Kelds where their enemy ſhould follow,to wound their feet er 


leggs in their paſſage: again(t which being ſo ordinary in war, 


they anciently uſed greaves of braſſe ro defend their feet or 


leggs. 1 Sam17.6. to which you may referte that Epithite ſo 


frequent in Homer, nutynwdes,and yorrornmidt Aeon To (ignis 
fy thoſe greaves braſen or otherwiſe, that the Grecians uſed; 
deſcribed by thac Poet, 1a. by «ynws veorbure xgorrtecto made 
of tin,and covering the whole legg to the knee, of lo firme a 
ſab{tance that it made a loud noife at the ſtroake: of the wet» 
pon on It, ouzaior xovefner ſaith he. Thus is the word oxzrcvs 


oy uſed, Fwudith.5.1. where we render it #mpediments,a word: 


ſomewhat too generall coſignify thofe ſharpe (takes or other 
inſtruments ro wound or gall-the paſſengers, which are known 


to every body:for which I beleive we have ſome proper Er 


gliſh word, I thinke ivis a gal-rrapp. | 
3'. The word fignifies a fore or b/ocke inthe way,at which 
men are apt (if they be not carefull, or if they go in the darke) 
toſtambleand fall:and thereupon 1n:the old Teſtament it is ta» 
'ken for a fall:and'fo ſometimes for ſinne, the'fall of the /onleys 
Judith 12:23,(where theſe words [ {oft ir be as offence] would 
more clearely be rendred ont of the Greeke, /eft it become an 
offence,1e. a /rme'or pollution, as you may ſee in the ſame mat» 
ter which istheretreared of Den.1.8.7ob.t.,1t.and't Samy. 
3t.)and- fometimes for rnine or. deſtruttion', the fall. of the 
whole perſon, which we are broughtto by ſinne; as Judith y, 
20. our Engliſh renders it r#3»e, and P/:49.1-3.where though 
wereid foly,the Septwagirt read Scandali,by that rendring an 
Hebrew word which ſignifies both felly and rwire. I confeſſe 
this laſt acception of the word for r#ire ,- is _— 
- . yet 
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| (yet authoriz'd by onar Engliſh in the place of 7«dich) and 


therefore if any diſlike it, I ſhall not ſtand much upon it; be- 
cauſe in both thoſe places laſt mentioned it may well enough 
fgnifie /», as that 18 a /nare or ffwmbling blocke, an occaſion 
ofruine, or falling, or deſtruction, in which ſenſe I conceive 
"tis uſed, Fndg: 8,27. where”tis rendred a ſnare, 5, ce. a ſinne 
tnſnaring or occaſioning ruine. 

Beſide theſe 3 fignifications, in which the word in Grecke 
retained in our Language, isread inthe old Teſtament, Iam 
confident there is no other, fave once P/al, 50.20, for ſander, 
or calummny, or defamation, (for fo the Hebrew there ſignifies) 
aſenſe which is vulgar amongſt us in Engliſh ; by a Scandall 
meaning allander : but that ſenſe-being but once met with in 
the whole Bible, or twiceat moſt (Eccl. 27. 23, where yet 
Iconceive the tranſlation mightbe mended) will not deſerve 
to be taken into confideration.. - 

Now for the uſe of the word: in thenew Teſtament : 'tis 
firſt obſerveable, that the beſt nomenclature for hard -words in 
thatis the obſerving the uſe of them in the Greeke of the old, 
for the writers of the new Teſtament, being Jewes not 
Greekes, wrote inan idiom proper and peculiar to them only, 
and thoſe other [ewes that wrote alſo in Greeke, ſomewhat 
differing from that of the Atticke, or naturall Greeke writers. 
And therefore we may well reſolve, that the uſes of the word, 
which we have there fcund and already obſerved, will be ve= 
ty inſtramentall to the underſtanding of the ſame word,-and 
others derived from 1: in the new Teſtament.- And fo much 
therather becauſe, as I ſaid, no prophane Greeke writer be- 


S 6s 


S 7. 


fore the ſcripture,is knowne to have uſed ity only Arsftophanes oxarS2and;e 
once a word neare it. This being premiſed, will be worth &s., 


our paines (at leaſtby ſo doing we ſhall pur the whole matter 
beyond-exception) to ſurvey breifly all the places in the new 
Teſtament, wherethe word is uſed. | 

' Tothatend I ſhallbeginne withthe firſt in my Concordance 
which-is Afatt, 13- qt. the Angels ſhall gather out all Scans 
dats *'tis ina ſence borrawed from the ſecond mentioned 


fienification of a_/barpe take, which he. who hath once mer 


3 with. 


66 


= 0 
wirh and been gall'd by it, is wont fo gather uþ and caſt intg 
the fire, as there it followes the Angels for our fakes ſhould 
do, v: 24. (to which Saint Paw! alſo ſeemes to allude 2 {o; 
11. 29. in putting Scandalizing and burning together) and de. 
notes (imply whatſoever may woxnd or gall us in our Chriſtian 
courſc, and by that meanes foreſlow our pace, cauſeus to ſlack. 
ex,or give over,or lye downe in theſervice of-Chrilt, ſo Ma, 
17. 27. Chriſt pates tribute, that he may not offend the Fewer, 
5. e, that they mightnot thinke him a Contemner of the Tem» 
ple, to which the Tribute was due, and fo forſake and not be- 
lecevein him; that he might not diſcourage them from follow. 
ing him. So Afar. 15-12. the Phariſees hearing a doftine 
chat gall'd them particularly, were offended and forſooke him, 
thatdoQtrine drave them away from following him. So+ 
gaine ( Mate 18. 7.) it muſt needes be that offences come, which 
{eemes to referre to falſe doftrines and herefies, it you compare 
that verſe with 1 (or: 11. 19. there muſt he Herefier (and Rom, 
16.17. Where offences are faid to be contrary tothe Apoſtles 
D o(trine, and that they mult be evorded, as the Heretzck mult 
$o in Polycate Tze: 3.10.) theventing of which ofall things moſt 4inders 
= $ = '© o19ers 1n their Chriſttancoxr/e, but whether it be meant pecu- 
- $0. whic liarly of Herefies,or exemplary fins, it matters not. To which 
amd or To? ſoever youapply it, another 'place, Zak, 17.1. will belong 
xa for 18 Nt It alfo,being the place direRtly parallel ro it. So Mat:th. 
joyned with G. He that ſhalloffend one of theſe little ones... e. hethat ſhall 
228) 759 dz dccafion their falling off into any (in; or, which the place © 
Kagar, 5791 ſpecially imports, by contemning them, diſcourage them from 
» <awgio: the ſtudy of piety, For fo on thecontrary ſide to rece5ve them 
26250 muy 83 3+ Ve Fo 18 by Saint Afarke 9. 41. expreſt to confiſt in doing them 
your & xoeis, Kindnefie, to encourage them in the wayes of godlineſſe, 50 
3mvss &%me- Chriſt crucified is ſaid a Scandall ro the Jewes, 5.e. they that 
T\X&r3n &c, were otherwiſe not ill opinion'd of bim, and fo followed him 
with the maltitudes, when they ſaw him crucified, were quite 
diſcourag'd, and fell away from him, (as they that are ſo gal'd 
by thoſe fakes are faine togive over the purſait, to returne) 
and fo reſolyv'd, ſeeing himdye, that he was not the 2eſſies 
whom they expe&ed, a glorious temporall — _ 
belongs 
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belongs that notable place at, 11. 6. Luk; 7. 23. Bleſſedis 
be that ſhall nor be offended in we, 5.e. ſhallnotbe gal'd and 
diſcourag'd, and ſo fall off by ſecing the ſufferings thar befall 
pe,and await my diſciples or followers. So againe Xar:t3.57. 
Mark,6.3. It is faid,thart the conſideration of his knowne and: 
meane birth occaſioned their being offended 3» bim, 5.0. their 
deferting and not belreving of hi, when che miracles which 
he had done inclin'd them: ſomewhat to a valuing of him. So 


John 6.61, When Chrilt talkes of eating the fleſs of the ſon of 


wan, they weve offended, (thatis) that ſpeech carnally under- 
tood(cither that Chriſt was to dye,[which the eating bis fleſh 
preſuppoſed, aud they did not like to heare of; dreaming of a 
temporall glorious Mef/ias) or that they were to turne {avt- 
bals,and cate mans fleſhy) diſcourag'd them from folowing him, 
atleaſt from taking him for the Meſſias. So Gal:5.11,perſecus» 
tion is called the Scandal of the Crofſe, or that upon which (ſo 
many are diſcourag'd from profeſiing the crucified Saviour, 
according to that in the parable of the ſower, at: 1. 21, 
Mark:4.17. upon the coming of perſecution preſently he 5s of- 
fended, i e,galld and falls off and Hat. 14.10.0nthe ſame occae 
fon, and inthe ſame ſence. So Mat. 26.31. {ark 14.27. thi 
#ght(ro wit of my attachement) Te ſhall af be offended becauſe 
of mee. 1,6. fallbacke,forſakeg. me: and 0 in Saint Peters anſwer, 
2.23. Although all men: ſhould be offended, yet will I newer be of- 
fenged; upon which, that which Chriſt rejoynes (#efore the 
Cocke crow .e. before morning,or day breake,all one with chix 
weht,v 31. rhou ſhalt deny me thrice)is an interpretation of the 
word offeuded,and ſhewes,that to be offended,is ro deny Chriſt, 
And fo Foh.16,7, Theſe things have 1ſpoken unto you, that ye 
frould not be offended; where Chriſt foretells the perſecutions 
that ſhould befall chem, that they might be forewarn'd roo, 
and not fall off, when they befall them. 

Thele are the cheif, if not all the places to which the ſecond 
old Teſtament acception of the word Scandal in « Metapho- 
ricall borrowed ſence belongs,and of all of them,andeach, you 
may obſerve. h | 
. That $candad Ggnifies cither ſome fn,the oceofiow of _ 
| ” 


($10, 


ther fin inothersor elſe ſomewhat elſe, which though it be nor 

ſizne,yet occaſions (inne in others,thoughvery indireQly ſome. 

times,as the Crofle of Chriſt: and whether in one or other, the 

rule will be, that he thatis offended or Scandalized, doth di- 

realy commir ſome finne,and that, for molt of rhe places, the 
£11, finne of infidelity, or forſaking, or denying Chriſt, 

2, Thatthe being Scendaliz'd, falling off from Chrift, (or 
the effet which followes chat occaſion, Jhath no refleion or 
influence{in any of the placeyonthat which was the occaſion; 
ſo as to make it finfull or ayoydable, if it were not ſo before, 
(as will appeare to any that will ſurvey the places ) and conſe. 
quently that anothers being Scandaliz'd is not ſufficient to lay 
a charge on him whoſe aRtion (otherwiſe not chargeable or 
criminous) was the occafion of his being ſcandaliz'd. Let the 

. Croſſe of Chritt, with which ſo many were in this ſenſe ſcans - 
daliz'd, ſuffice for a proofe of this. 
S 12+ Ocher places there are which muit be interpreted by bringing 
the meraphore from the firſt of the 3 ſenſes,as it lignifies a ſnare 
or gin to catch one in. So Mar. 16.23. Thow art an offence unto 
-,5.e.by expreſſing thy deteſtation againſt my ſufferings, thou 
laboureſt co bring me.into an horrour and feare of ſuftering,and 
ſoin cf: tempeſt ine to finne; where you muſt marke, that 
though Peter were an offence to -Chriſt,that is,tempred him, lt 
boured to enſnare him, yet Chriſt was not Scandaliz'd,offends 
ed,enſnared,or overcome by the temptation. In the ſame ſenſe 
is that Revel:2,14. of Balaam-who taught Balaack ba fly rays 
Soy, werender itio caft a fumbling block; but ſure it is moſt 
clearely, rs lay a /nare before the Children of Iſraell, to intice 
them by their Daughters to Idolatry, and by 1dolatry to intra 
and deſtroy them. | 
ORFs In this ſence Scandal is ſo perfely all one with Temptation, 

1.4: 4e Deia FÞat-asa learned man hath obſerved,the Erhiopick interpreter 
NID of the new Teſtament, inftcad of Scandal] puts a word that fig» 
n 791 Nifies Temptation, and the ſame thatin the Lords prayer is put 
OM ''*" for Tempration:in this ſenſe is that of the eye and the foot of- 
fending uss Mat,5.29.18.8. Mark:9.47.4e. when a mans eye; 
or any other member of his body proves a ſnare to bim, __ 

| cl 


(7) 
let to temprations, a meanes of bringing him to_any finne. 

And of thoſe places you may obſerve againe. 1.. That no 
man is ſaid to be offended, but he thatcommits the linne to 
which he is tempted, and therefore Chriſt is not ſaid to be of. 
ſended, that is, really to be wrought upon by that Scandal : 
but as Satan tempted him, © Marth. 4. yet he yeilded not, but 
overcame the tempter : So here he uſes that other Satan: 
for to have beene offended in this ſence had beene all one with 
being overcome by a terprateon. 

2. Thatthe Agent,or he that is ſaid tolay the ſnare or to of 
tend, finnerh alſo (as inall the places it will de fafo appeare 
that they did) though no body be taken in it, as he that remp=» 
teth co evilleommits a linne, though his temptation prove not 
effeQuall. The ſetting of a {nare being a politive aR, a note of 
atreacherous deligne, though it do nor ſucceed. And therefore 
in, acchab.1,36, the laying of ſnares for to intrap the lira- 
elites, or bripg them. from obſerving the Law, is call'd there 


4. 


S 15: 


by the devills name, an evi Adverſary, or as the Greeke hath n,2,a44 56 


ita devill to 1/racl. 

Athird and laſt ſort of places there are that referre to the 
third mention'd acception of the word, as it ſignifies a aur» 
bling blocke,lo when the word fone is joined with it, or the 
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Greeke word that ſignifies fumbling, lo Rom. 9. 33. Chrilt is AS D2/0K0LUde 


called a fFurmbling blocke,a rocks of offence, 5, e. an occaſion of 
fall,or finne in many ,and conſequently of increaſing their con- 
demnation, as he faith, zf he had nor come, &cothey had wot had 
ſnne,s.e, had not beene ſo greatſinners, had not beene guilty 
of the great ſinne of unbeleite, and crucifying of (rift: and 
therfore $i-zeox prophecies of Chr:ft,that he would be for the 
fall of many in 1/rael;many (innes his coming ſhould be the oc 
caſion of.So Rom. 1413.7 hat n0 man lay a ſtumbling blocke,or 
ſcandall (which we render an occaficx of falling )in his brotbeys 
way,that is,do or practiſe any thing , that may bring another 
that comes after him,upo his noſe,or to commit any linne, So 
1Per.2.8. Chrift tz called a ftone of ſiumbling, and rocke of of- 
fence, at which to ſlumble isto be ds/obedient to Chriſt, lo Re, 
14-21. tumbleth,or #4 offended,or is made weake ge by follow- 

B ing 


(8) 
ing thee,doth fall,commits ſome fin, doth ſome a& unlawfull 
for him,Cthough imply it were not for theezit being againſt his 
Conſcience,theugh not againi{tthine) and fo by falivg bruiſes 
& weakens himſelte,makes himſelte lefle able for Gods ſervice, 
then he was:for ſo every fin againſt Conſcience being a greive 
3ng the ſpirit, is conſequently the ſpirituall weakening of the 
man, or if you will-(as in S* Fames ea ſignifies c.5. 14. )the 
wound or diſeaſe of the ſoule.So againe,1 Cor.8.9.fumbling 
blocke ro the weake, & v.atz. where the caſe is clearely the fame 
that we laft mentioned: that it any man by doing any indiftes 
rent thing {which he in Conſcience is inform'd to be perfeRt- 
ly fawfull for him to do) ſhall occaſion another mans fin by 
doing that after him which he is not reſolv'd to be lawful, 
that man oftends againſt that charity due to his brother, and 
therefore muſt thinke fit to deny himſelfe the uſe of that liber- 
ty which Chriſt hath given him. To this may belong that other 
place, 1 79,2. 10. where that phraſe(there i 10 Seandall in bit) 
ſeems to fignify, fals nov into thoſe finnes that ignorant mendr 
uncharitable (who are ſaid in the Antitheſis, v. 11, to walke in 
the darke)are {ubjet unto. One place more there is belonging 
to this purpoſe, where though the word Scandal} be not uſed 
In the Text,yet aewwn,offence,is'uſed,and that I confeſle tobe 
all one,and it is 2 (07.6, 3.giving no offence in any thing,where 
yet offence is interpreted by Beaa,quippiam ad qnod poſſint im 
pingere any thing that others may ſtumble at,or be alien'd from 
the Goſpell byzas if we faile in any Chriſtian duty (mentio- 
ned v. 4.5. 6.) they thar ſee us, would be apt ro doezand fo 
that which followes imports alſo (that the miniſtry be nor bla- 
»1ed) that is, that our Ations be not juſtly reprehended or- 
found fault with, &at 5n all things approving oxr ſelves,ec. 
And of this third ſort of places 'tis obſervable againe, 1. 
that he that is effended.ſinnes himſelfe, ſtumbles, and falls, and 
bruiſes himfelfe, and 2, that he that is the occaſion of his fall 
doth not alwayesfin (tor Chriſt, and grace, and char which 
ſhould have been for their wealth, proves to many an occaſion of 
falling ) but yet ſometimes he doth:as if he purpoſely in a mat» 
gr indsfferent, when he might have choſen, doth any = 
whic 
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which another whoſe Conſcience is doub:full,doth after hims 
and ſo ſinnes; nay if he do not abſteine from that indifferent a= 
Rion, when he ſees that conſequent /5k+ly ro follow;znay it he 
be not carefa]t to obſerve, whether the conſequent be hkely to 
follow,and it ſo,to abferre. This third fort of Scandal you {re 
isapplyed peculiarly to one kinde of aRions,thoſe by the do» 
ing of which another coming after,and doing the ſame, fals ins 
to ſinne,as when either the example was S»fwl, or being indif- 
ferent 11 it ſelte is againſt the other mans cox/ceence, and fo bee 
ing imitated by him , is in him aſinne againft conſerence,and + 
not ##different, And then 
Another ſort of ations there are which may though not ſo 
direRly,yet not imoroperly be referr'd to this head, as, when I 
do any thing in its {elfe not #n/awfall,yert very apt to be miſta- 
ken by other men,for ſomewhat elſe which « nnlawfull;and ſee 
it {trongly probable,that thoſe which willbe apt ſo to miſtakes, 
will be as apt alfo by occaſion of this aRion of mine, to come» 
mit that other fin which they conceive me to have committed, 
or to confirme and harden themſelves in that fin thorow that 
miitaken example of mine, which they might otherwiſe proba« 
bly have reformed,ifthey had not received encouragement by 
this aRion of mine; And if queſtion be made, what is to be 
thought of this, I anſwer,thart although I am not ſure that that 
place of Scripture in our Engliſh Bibles which commands [ to 
abſteine from all appearance of evill,] doth come home to this 
purpoſe, (becauſe am mus Ss which we render [from all 
appearance] may beare another ſence , and ſignify no more 
| then fomevery kinde or ſort of evill, for ſo both the Greeke 
«and latine ſpecies import;and with all,«ppearance of evill is 
ſo uncertaine, and inconſtant a thing, that to abſteine from it 
u#niverſim cannot be matter of any poſſib/e command. And a» 
gaine, though I dare not from that other precept of 3: wv2nuz, 
. whatſoever #8 of good report, Phil. 4.8.conclude it unlawfull to 
do any thing which hath rhe ill lucke to be of s/ repore, 5,e. to 
be miſtaken for a finne (becauſe 4. there is no prohibition in 
that place interdiQing the doing of every thing which 1s of 
# report, 2,no analogy of other Chriſtian rules to inferre fuch 
; B 2 prohibition, 
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prohibitton,it being rather the fare of all Chriſtiah virtues to 
be evill ſpoken of, and the. receiving the praiſe of men, being 
branded by Chriſt as unreconcileable with be/esving, 3. becauſe 
ſome actions of Chriſt were of s4 report, particularly that of 
eating and drinking with publicans and ſinners, (Which rendred 
him ſuſpeRed for a g/utron) and that of caſting ont of Devils 
(which was defamed for ſorcery or compact with Beel/zebnb,) 
4+ becauſe thac which is of #4 report with one, may be of good 
report with a thouſand others,and there the judgement of that 
one will not be conſiderable againſt thoſe thcuſana' to defame 
an innocent laudable a&ion) yetſtil] I conceive that the great 
obligation. to e:aar3pome and gnomduyn, loving of all men,and de- 
firing the good of their ſoules,which lies upon all Chriſtians (by 
force of Chriſts example, and /egacy, and precepz of ctarity) 
will extend ſo farre,2s to have the force of precept,tbat every 
man abſtcine from ſuch pare/y indifferent ations (being ſo in 
them/elves,and then by the Magiſtrate uncommanded) which 
he foreſees will be thus miſtaken for unlawfull by thoſe wha 
are likely to be moved by his example to commit choſe finres 
which they conceive him to have committed;this being an in« 
ſeparable attendant of my charity to my brothers ſo#/e, to uſe 
all lawfull meanes which my conſcience tels me will be to his 
ghoſtly health,or preſervation. 

Meane while ſome diff. rence may be obſerved in things in» 
different, ſome being commendable, though not commanded, of 
»/-,though not of neceſ/ity;and ſuch as extra canſam ſcandals 
I ſhould on pious conſiderations be moved to chooſe, or pra- 
Rice:and in this caſe,if it be demzanded whether that ſole feare 
of [candall. ought to reftraine me from that which all other 
motives rather incline me to,and ſo make me abſteine;or whe- 
ther I ſhould rather claime the priviledge of my Chriſtiap li- 
berty,and that make me not to abſteine. I an{wer,that a mid- 
dle courſe may yet be better,then either extreme crudely taken: 
that 1s,that I ought todo my beſt to free this laudable indiffe= 
rent ation of mine from the evill colour that. it is capable of, 
by rets/y5ng his judgement whom I diſcerne tobe miſtakenin 
it, and by declaring (either exprefiy, or by ſome aaa 
character 
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charater of my intentions faſtened to my ation) the eleares 


nefſe and innocency of my purpoſesto any other that may be 
ſo miſtaken; and by ſo doing if I cannot free my ſelfe from his 
wncharitable cenſure, yer I ſhall be fure to keepe bim from any 
danger of following me to that (in; for ſure my very diſclaiming 
of that ſin which he ſuſpeRs me guilty of, will diveſt that ſin 
of all authority which it may receive from my committing it, 
and not #yvite,but rather deterre and forrifie others from falling 
into that finne, which they ſee diſavowed and diſliked by mes. 
For it my authority be of any force withthemyit will perſwade 
them to abſteine from that which I diſclaime,and profeſſe my 
felfe to hate(who certainely know my owne minde beſt)rather 
then ro de, what they only conceive I do, but I profeſfe I do 
not. And therefore the caſe being thus ſet of the commendable 
uſctull indifferent, not ofthe meere frivolous unconliderable, 
when the uſe and gaine of my action to me is cerr4i»e,and the 
danger of being miſtaken by others at moſt b«t poſſible,and that 
alſo preventable by theſe other meanes,neither piety nor pru- 
dence will adviſe to abſteine from that heaithfull food, which 
if it be by accident unhealchfull by others, bath yet an antidote 
adminiſtred with it. Which will be yet farther heightned al- 
ſo, if thislaudable indifferent fall out tobe ſuch as the exemples 
of holy men in ſcriptere, or the pra#i/e of the Church in purer 
times have given countenance to,eſpecially if the perpetnall 
current of antiquity have commended it to us : for certainely 
theſe willbe of great authority with all prudexr psows men,and 


. the more ear/y and Catholique that praftice, the greater that 


authority, 

Tis true, very ſtri& rales in many particulars the Judaicall 
law of the old Teſtament did preſcribe,forbidding many indif- 
ferent things,on this only ground becauſe the ufing them might 
ſeemea complyance with the heathen cuſtomes of Idolarers. 
Such was that prohibition £x. 34.26. thou ſhalt not ſeeth a kid 
in the mothers milke,in the ſacrifice of the in- gathering; given 
no doubt in oppoſition to the Genrz/e praftice of thoſe which 
at the time of gathering in their fruits, ſolemnely uſed this cu- 
Rome of ſeerhing akid in the dammes milke, and then ina U4- 
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gieattway ſprinckJed their trees and fields,and gardens withie 
t9 inake them fracRife che next yeare,as Abrabenel,and others 
our of fewiſh writers have obſerved. Such was alſo the prohi. 
bition. Lev.19.27.againlt rounding the corners of their heady, 
in reference to the wnrringan xilperny, Or ,atuZuery 755 temps the 
round cxtuſed by the Arabiars,faith Herodotws,and thereupon 
forbidden the Jewes,ahd 4 woe pronounced Fere. 9.26.7 7:1. 
T4 oEuepulyoy, fe, 0n every one that was ſo cnt round, Ss adjuve. 
rit tonſorem, laith Maimonides, if be diretted, or willingly per. 
mitted the Barber to put him into that heatheniſh guiſe: And 
many others in the Oid Teſtament of the like natuce, and the 
following Rabbins have added many more directions, it not 
precepts of the ſame na:ure. That one booke of I1aimonides 
concerning Idolatry will furniſh the Reader with ttore of ex- 
amples: but ſome ſuch as do not fo well become the gravity of 
that author; as that, [f:be Fewhath a thorne tn hu foot, when he 
25 neer an [doll he wowſf not floope to take it out, If a tree have 
been worſhipt,or an Idoll (et in it it is not lawful to fit inthe ſhade 
of the trunks or body of that tree though of thebonghes or leaves 
3t be lawfnll, if there be any other way tt is not lawfull to paſſe 
wrder it; if nonegthen he muſt run by it, Dionyfins Voſſina in his 
notes on that author hath added ſome parallel paſſages out of 
other Jewiſh writers as that of R. Afenaſſe,who being frewed an 
Taoll,dsd in contempt caff ſtones at it, which attion of bis, becauſe 
the Image was the image of Mercury (who was wont tobe 
worſhipt by the Heathens after rhat manner, by throwing 
ſtones at it, or ſcattering ſtones before him,to which cuſtome 
or ceremony the Mercariall Statues refer laith Phorywtus ont 
$191) was therefore noted,accuſed, brought before the Judge,and 
by him pronownced to be unlawfullbecauſe it was the proper wore 
Sip of that Idoll, thoughuſed in deſpight, not civility by that 
man. So againe,sf there be but one way to an Idelatrons City, it 
ar unlawful to go that way, Aboda Zara c.t. $44. and ſo, faith 
he, the Hebrewes in Rebbot mention a tradition, that the rec 
ſon why CMordochas would not bow to Haman was becauſe 
there was woven in his garment the image of a falſe od. 


Some inltances alſo might perhaps be brought out of the 
| pratiice 
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prafite of the ancient Chriftian Churcb(mentioned by Tertal- 
han de Cor,mil.) to this purpoſe of abſteining from things #- 
different for feare of any appearing complyance with the Hea» 
thens» Of which yet ic muſt be obſerved -that this was in 
things of no manner of ſpirituall aſe or profit,neither commens 
dabie,nor advantageous,in things of ancient Chriſtian preſcrip. 
tion,or praiſe of purer times. 2 that it was in matters of ſuch 
aquality,as that complyance would have ſeemed a diflembling 
or renouncing of the Chriſtian faith, (and not of imitating of 
former pwrer Chriſtians) and fo contrary to that grearChrifti> 
an duty of confefſing Chriſt before men, which they could not 
be ſaid todo, who when that confeſton was per/ſecnred, did thus 
comply with or not profeſſe open diſlike of the aRtionsofthoſe 
perſecuters. And ſo thoſe inſtances will not be ſo:proper to 
the matter of Scandal, as to that other head-of ('briftian duty 
the neceſſit y of confeſſing of Chriſt before men, (thole eſpecially 
who are the greateſt oppugners of him, to which matter alſo 
thoſe other. Judaicall inſtancesdo belon 2 )unlefle that non-con- 
felling of Chriſt, may by the example ſcandahzealſo. 3 Thar 
the ſame men thought it not amiſſe, or unlawful} at other times 
tocomply wich other as great enemies of Chriſtianity, as'the 
Gentiles, namely with the Jewes in obſervation oof ſome of 
their out-dated ceremonies, nay thought themſelves obliged 
ſo to do, when in prudence they conceived it more likely to 
gaine thoſe exemies by that meanes, then to confirmethem in 
their diſlikes of Chrilttamity, or drive others to thoſe diſlikes. 
4 That even with the Heathen themſelves they could in other 
things think fit to.comply alſo, when prudence diftated that 
complyance as more inſtrumental] to Chriſtian policy;and from 
thzſe premiſes 5 that this whole matrer1s to be referred to the 
Chriſtians pious diſcretion ot prudence, it being free to him 
either to ab!teine or not to abſteine from any indifferent ation 
{remaining ſuch) according as that piety, and that prudence 
ſhall repreſent it to be moſt charitable and beneficiall ro other 
mens ſoules; and he that ſhall not thus regulate his aftions by 
what he is convinced will. be thus melt conducing ro thar grand 
Chriſtianend,the /avivg, or not deftroying,or wor ſuffering fin 
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kpon by brother ſhall not by me be excuſed from the guilt and IN 
blame of having Sca»daliz'd his brother in this laſt new Teſta» Il fi 
ment ſence, at leaſt in ſome other which is not far diftant from il 
it;though after all this it mult be obſerved, that he which thus I © 
is betrayed to,or confirmed in any fin by conceiving me to have 
committed it, when I have nor, (this eaſy proſtitute ſeducible h 
ſinner who will thus finne upon any,uponno occaſion) is naf% Ml. 
Saint Panls weake, 5. e. doubtfull- conſcienc'd Chriſtian,of,' 7 
whom he takes fuch care,that he ſhould not be ſcandaliz'd. 
For ſuch is he onely,that for want of knowledge of his juſt 
Chriſtian liberty,thinks itunlawtull to do thoſe things, which 
being indifferent: in themſelves, are only unlawfull to him, 
which beleives them ſo, or is not ſatisfied thatthey are lawfull; 
\ This weakneſle in faith,(a kind of diſeaſe of the mind, and fo 
inthe new Teſtament phraſe 4551«a) being onely want of 
' knowledge or of orthodox inftruQtion,as willappeare by com- 
paring Row. T4.with 1 ('or.8, where the &way 73 'm5e/ In one, 
18 all one with the « & 75% 5 119 inthe other, weakeneſſe in 
fauh, with want of knowledge. DE. 
The only matter of queſtion or difficulty behind in this par- 
ticular will be, why thoſe who are in ſuch Judaicall errours are 
ſometimes appointed by S* Pawl tobe fo tenderly handled,not 
to bevilified,or ſet at 9awght Ro,14.3ebut care taken that they 
be not /candaliz'd in the end of that chapt:and 1 Cor.$.and yet 
inthe Epiltle to the Ga/atiars,they are by the Apoſtle reviled 
[0 fools/h &c.]c.3.1. and chidand vreproached out of their Ju» 
daicall performances , and no care taken of not (candalizing 
them, The anſwering of this will require us to confider the 
different eſtate of thoſe Galatians from thoſe Rowanes. The 
Galatians bad beene formerly Genti/es,and (though as it ſeems 
;not improbable from Gal.4.9. formerly converted to Fudei/ 
we,yet) by Saint Pas/ thoroughly converted from thence and 
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-baprized into Chrift:amry as that is oppolite both to Fudai/me 

and Gentili/me alſo,.e.fuily inſtructed by bim inthe nature of . 
Chriftian doftrine,and !iberty,and had given up their hearts as 
well as x«mer unto it,only after they had been begotten by Saint 
Pax inthe Goppel,had begun inthe ſpirit,Gal.z.3.had come to 
an 
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ind BY m abſolute abrefiunciation of all their former Jewiſh perſwa- 
ſtas IM fions, and ro ſome good progrefle in Chriſtianity, ſome fal/e 
om Tadaizing teachers began to corrupt & poiſon them, Gal. 3.1. 


hug & 5. 7 and to bring them backe againe to that yoke, that they 
had beene taught to caſt off; and theſe eazres the Apolile could 
hope 5y reprehenfians and ſharpneile to root out without en« 
- dingering the wheate, and therefore ſets ſeverely and heartily 
Ao it,thi:.k25 nor fir either in ci2i/ity or charity to uſe any com- 
pliances, or condeſcending, or ſofter medicines, (knowirg 


uſt their errors to be contrary to the dotrine to which they had 
fall been baptized , and conſequently that they might in reaſon 
m, give place unto it,and there was no feare that the rooting out 
II; of theſe would root out Chriſtianity with them, as it might 
ſo probably do.if they bad been ſowed or planted together jt ut 
of imployes all bis vehemence and bowels of kindneſſe toward 
N- them,in conjuring out that evill ſpirit that had fo lately got 
e, poſſeſlion of them, and dcnvts not but Chriſtianity that was 
jp earlier planted in them, (and that by him who had begotten 

them in the Goſpell, and ſo had a paternall authority with 
'A them)then theſe vaine legall dreames,that ſome falſe teachers 
e had lately inſtilled into them, might be able to ſurvivethem 3l- 
t ſo, And in this caſe being to deale with adverfzrics and fal'e 
y teachers, not with weakelings, but corrupters, had the Apoltle 
e uſed any compliance, had he circumciſed Titus Gal. 2.3, {as at 
another time he did Timothy) had he then given place but for 


an honrev.5. ſuſpended the wfe of bis liberty then, when /5- 
- berty was decryed, this had beene ſcandalous in the Apoſtle, 
this had probably beene the confirming of the erroneous, the 
incouraging of the adverſary, the miſleading of the duubrſu!l, 
hiking rhe faichfull, and dilturbing what he had before fetied 
among theme 
W hereas on the other ſide the Romans at their firſt conver- 
fion to Chriſtianity had not all of them been taught to pur cf 
the opinion of the neceility of legall abſtimences T1 74 vius iam 
61201 o9ediirer x, v3 my may ſaith Saint Chryſoſtome in prozm, 
ad ep ad Rom. but continugd their obligation to the law after re- 
ceiving of the faith, being ſome of them (as may appeare by 
the matter of Saint Paa/: diſc: urſe to them, in the former part 
eſpecially of that Epiſile) natural Fewer, diſperſed A 
| | C who 
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who could not be eaſily brought to afſent to ſuch doArine, bat 
would probably have refuſed ro embrace Chriſtianity,if it had 
been offered them on fuch hard conditions, ſome others of 
them (who were Gentiles by birth) being perhaps proſehres 
to Moſes and ( hrift together, partakers of the infelicity of 
thoſe who are mentioned, A#: 15. 5. that by the doArine of 
the Phariſee. Chriftsans(or beleivers of the ſe of the Phariſees) 
had ar their entrance on the faith, aneceflity of receiving Fade 
s/:e alſo preſt upon them. This Saint Paw teſtifies clearely of 
Saint Peter, Gal. 2,14«that he conſiraized the Gentiles to Judas 
5z2,to receive the Hoſaicallas wellas Chriſtian law, and him- 
ſelfe Curſt ot converſe or eat with the Gentiles whillt any Jews 
1h Chriſtians were by, v. 12, by which whether doftine or 
complyance of Saint Perer, it was no ſtrange thing if it came 
to paſſe, that thofe which were by him convertedto the faith, 
Gs Euſebizs and other Ecclefafticke hiltorians agree that the 
Romans weregvid. Ecohift.l: 2.c:14,& 15 Jalthough they were 
Chriſtians in the poſitive part, acknowledging ſo mach as was 
anſwerable to the now-articles of the Creed, &c.yet being not 
ſo in the »egative, concerning the evacuating of the Judaicall 
law(but rather perſwaded of the contrary)could no more cate 
ſwines fieſh,then a meere Jew could do; and therefore*tis Saint 
Chry/oſtome"s opinion that theſe being ſo wedded to thoſe Ju» 
daicall obſcrvances , rather then they would eate forbidden 
fleſh, would in «»#verſwm cate no fleſh at all, wi vicu wen 
egru, FH yeuptior amnewot was, TAIT) ins d mire 3%) xceary and 
{o came to care nothing bur Hearbes, Rom. 14.3, 

Of theſe therefore that were thus weake in /aitb,v.1. that is 
Either s»firme, feeble, uninſtructed Chriſtians, babes not men; 
or elſe;(as the fathers enlarge the ſence,and 28 weakneſſe aan 
moſtly 1o1ports in the new Teſtament)/ck & difeaſed in mind, 
broughtup in this Judaicall error,the Apeſile Re.14.gives theſe 
dircRions. 1. That the ftror ger, healthfuller,s.e. more knowing 
and more O: thodox Chriſtians ſhould regoazplaredw(the vul- 
gar read afwmere ) take them ro them, firſt freindly to :fﬀfard 
them communion, and not ſeperate from rhem for this errour, 
2+!abour to cure their malady,get them out of their errour,and 
not lezve them inthe pride and folly of their owne hearts, to 
judge and cenſure thofe who have done nothing amifſe,but ra 
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ther deſire their good (which Saint Chryſoftowme underſtands 
by eco au Gare mu wh ws etrpious arogguar and fo Saint Ferome 
alſo, intending it thus, Nolite ſecundum veſtras cogitationes,que 
lex non Judicat judicare, aliru enim credit &ce) and from that 
yerſe obſerves,that though the Apcſtle exhorts the frong,yer 
be covertly reprebends, and on thetr backs as it were whips, the 
weak_ or erroneous Judaizers, firlt in ſaying they are fecbe, 2, in 
bidding aegoaauberecy avre; which 1s anevidence faith he, G26 
ws <ppugzce that they are en very ill caſe,and 3.1n mentioning v2» 
ices which notes ( ſaith he) that they jedge and cenſnre thoſe 
that leaſt deſerve it,and that are willing ro communicate with 
them, and labour the curing of them ; and indeed that theſe 
weake ones did {o judge the (trong is plaine,v. 3. where the ex- 
hortation is diſtint,/et not him that eateth not , judge him that 
eateth.) 2. That the knowing againe ſhculd nor v:/sfy or fer 


at naught che weakerſ uw iZeyewitno ve] not call him Racha, 


empty ſencelefle fellow, not reproach or icoff at his ſcrupulous 
conſcience, but in charity ſuppoſe it to proceed from wane of 
knowledge onely,and conſequently to have the excuſe and be- 
ncfir of that Goſpell antidote,weakzeſſe or ignorance to plead 
for it, 3. That the ctronger Chriſtians (which although they 
haveliberty, yet arenot obliged alway to makeuſe of it) ab- 
ſeine from thoſe lawfull enjoy ments which thoſe weake ones, 
which count them unlawtull, may yet by their example be em- 
bollen'd againſt Conſcience to venture on, 

But then on the other (ide,the weeke or ficke erroneous Chrie 
ftiangthit cannot with a good Conſcience uſe thatliberty him» 
ſelfe,is commanded.1 .M z;ivcey that he do not judge or cenſure 
the ftrong,upon 2 reaſons: 1.becauſe 5 83; avmy oegonaer, Ve 3s 
God hath by calling him to the faich,afſumed or received the 
ſtrong (as that ſtrong had beene exhorted todo the weake v, 
1): grxtay to freind{hip or communion firſt, (as oegoaeuleres 
ru is uſed Philem.r 2) chen to helpe and cure him of his fore 
mer defeR or diſcaſe,and bring him to perfe health&growth 
tn Chriſtianity:and 2%.becauſe he is Gods ſervant and dome» 
lticke,and fands and falls to his owne Maſter v. 4. 2". That he 
be ſure never to do any thing againſt Conſcience,'or which he 
is not fully perſwaded in minde,that it is lawfull for him. 

Having thus ſcene the Rate of _ Romans, it will be ſt» 
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perfluous to adde much about the Corinthians in the almoſt pa- 
rallel place 1 Coy.8, This only difference will be worth noting 
between them, that (as there were two ſorts of proſelytes a» 
mong the Jewes, one of F»ſtice, or of thoſe that undertooke 
the obſervation of the whole Judaicall law ; theother of the 


Gates, thoſe thatreceived only the precepts of the ſons of No. 


ab,of which the ablteining from things offered to Idols was 
one,end as when the difference was betwixt the brethren, 4, 
15. whether the Gentileeconverts ſhould be circumciſed vati,e, 
be admitted pre/e/ytes of Faftice,or only receive the 7 precepes 
of Noah abſteine from things offered to Idols &c:vag it was de» 
termin'd in the Councell of the Apoltles, that it ſhould ſuffice, if 
they were proſetytes of the gates, and therefore they tell them 
that if they thus be entred, abſteine from things offered to Idols, 
&c. they ſpall do well, ſo)the Romans being euther Jewes, or un- 
der the firlt head of Fewiſh proſelytes,in S* Chryſoſtomes Optnl- 
on,and fo thinking themſelves bound to all legall Mofaicall ab- 
ſtinences, the Corenthians were only under the ſecond, and fo 
by their principles, which they had received of thoſe, who 
converted, baptiſed, and begot them in the faith, (and that ac- 
cording to the reſult of that Apoſtolick conſultation AF.r5,) 
did continue tothinke it unſawfull to eate any thing offered to 
Idols, or that came from an 1doll feaſt (which yet by the way 
S* Paul reſolves was but an errour in them, 1 { oy.8.4, and by 
that judgement of his you ſee the unobligeingnefle of that in» 
rerdict, AF. t5.)and therefore(in hkKe manner,as beforejthoſe, 
that were better in(truRted then they, ought to bave that cha» 
rity to them, as not to do any thing in their preſence which 
might by the example draw them ro venture on that which 
was againſt their conſcience,eſpecially confidering, that they 
had not knowledge or underſtanding enough to judge how 
nothing an Tdoll was v1 7. 

Having thus compared the Romans and Corinthians with 
the Galathians, and given ſome account of the reaſon of their 
different uſagegit willnot be amiſle to add what S*Chry/oſtome 
obſerv<sto be the cauſe of the like difference in Saint Pauls bes 
haviour to the Coloſſians from that fore- mentioned to the Ro- 
mans. Itis a ſpeciall paſſage in his proceme to the Epiſtles. 
Where having menttonedthe order whereinthe Epiſtles were 
written, 
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written,diff-rent from the order of ſetting them in our bookes, - 


concludes that this was no unprofitable diſquiſition,for there= 
by many paſſages in the booke would be interpreted: As, that 
Rom.1 4. he condeſcends to the weake brethren,but not ſo Col. 2, 
which ſaith he was for no other reaſon, but becauſe,that to the 
Romans was written before the other, and therefore as Phy fi» 
riaris and Maſters deale not ſo ſharply wich Scholers or Patt- 


, ents a: firſt, as afterwards,ſo the Apoſtle in the beginning oy» 


yribuunu Tidni7 gn ud fs red ra3K vn, adding that he was not (fo fa- 
miliar with theRomansas yet, baving never been amongſt them 
acthe time of writing thatEpiltle to them,as appearethRo.1 15, 
3y all this'tis cleare indeed, that thoſe which are thus weake 
(cither in the notion of babes or /icke men )ſo that they are not 
able co diſcerne lawfull from unlawfull (as the Idell to be no- 
thisg1 Cor. 8.7. )meerely for want of ſufficient inſtruRion, or 
ſomewhat proportionable to that, principles of underſtanding, 
or the like; but eſpecially if they received thoſe errors or mt» 
ſtakes together with their (Þriſtianity from the Apoſtle, or 
from the Church which gave them baptsſme, they muſt then, 
1 in meekenefje be inftrufted,and cured of their ill habit of ſoule: 
2. not be v:/ified or reproacht: yea thirdly be ſo charitably con» 
fidered, that till they have received fatisfaftion of conſcience 
and reformation of error, we are nor to do any thing in their 
preſence, that may by the example bring them to do whar their 
conſcience is not perſwaded to be lawfull, or if we do, we are 
faid to ſcandalize a weake brother, i.e, an erroneons Chriſtian. 
But then withall "ris as cleare: 1 That thoſe who bave firſt re- 
ceived the true doQrine, and are for ſome good time rooted in 
it,that are otherwiſe eanghr by the Charch that gave them 
baptiſme,are not within the compaſſe of this the Apaltles care, 
buras the Galathians )to be reprehended, chid,and ſhamed our 
of their childiſh errors, theſe diſeaſes of ſoule that their owne 
itching eares have brought upon them: 2 That they that have 
knowledge in other things,nay are able to diſtinguiſh as criti» 
cally as any, even to divide a perſon from himſelfe, and-obey 
one when they affault the other, (and by their ſubtlety tn o- 
ther matters demonſtrate their blindenefle in this one to be the 
effe&t of malice, of paſſion, of /uſts,ofcarnality, and not of any 
blameleſſe :nfirmity or R_ are againe excluded = 
; tne 
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the Apoſtles care : and ſo thirdly that they that are come ig 
theſe errors by the infuſions of falſe teachers, which not the 
providence of God but their owne choice hath helpt them to, 
preferring every new poyſox before the ancient dayly foodof 


ſoules, havenorighe to that care or providence of the A poſtle, 
any fartner then every kinde of finnier hath right ro every 
thing in every tellow Ghriſtians power which may prevent or 
cure his malady, s.e, by the generai] /arge rule of charity, and 
not the cloſey particular law of Scandal. Nay fourthly,that the 
caſe may be ſuch, and the adverſatics of Chriſtian liberty, the 
eppoſers of the uſe of law full ceremoniesſo contrary to weake 
blameleſſe miſtakers,thar it may be awty not to allow them the 
lealt remporary complyence,but then to exprefie moſt zeale in 
retaining our lawfujl z»differene obſervances, to vindicate our 
liberty from enflavers. when the truth of Chriſt would be dife 
claimed by a cowardly condiſcending,' the adverſaries of our 
faith confirmed and heightned, and the true weakeling ſedu- 
ced, (a copy of which wereadin S* Peters wnrwnd, Gal. 2.12, 
and Barnabas and the Few:ifh converts being carried away 
with it. v.13. falling by his example into the ſame fault of dif 
ſimulacion, paſillanimicy,non»profeſlion of the truth) which is 
a moſt proper kind of /caxdal,as frequent and incident,asany, 
and ſo being as danger: n4,as fit alſo to be prevented. To which 
T might add e fifth propofition alſo, That the Apottles ſpeech 
of fcandall Row, T4. and 1 Cor:8, hath beenthought by holy 
men among the ancients to have much of civs/5ty in it, atthe 
molt to be but an a of Apoſtolicall care for thoſe weak ones, 
{ proportionable to thoſe which in other places he preſcribes 
for every other kinde of (inner) both which are farre enough 
from being able to infer any claime or challenge of thoſe weak 
. for themſelves, any farther then what- the firſt part of it a» 
mounts to,that of inftruction;or at leaſt the ſecond,that of not 
being vilifted, as the ſicke hath right co the Phyſitian, to cure 
- him and not to reproach ihim.ctvilly ta get him out of his mala» 
dy, 5.e. to reifie not to ſcoffe at his miſtake. For that he 
ſhould challenge any right to the third part of that care, that 
he ſhowld reſtraine me from the uſe of my lawfull liberty, be- 
cauſe elſe he will ſtnagainſt his owne conſcience, do after me 
what hc reſolves unlawfull co do, ſuppoſesa yillfull fv of his 
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tobe to him a foundation of domsnion over me,&ſo that every 


man that will cthas Jawne himſelfe, doth for that werir and ac- 


quire commend over me, which if it be ſuppoſed,is ſure as wild 
an extravagant srregwlar way to power,as that of its being fown- 
dad 3n gratia, Or any that theſe worlt daics experience hath 
taught us. 
lg thus farre expatiated on this laſt kinde of ſcandall, 
amd caken 1n that which is proper to it, ard alſo that which is 
more diſtant from 1t,I ſhall now reſolve it neceſſary to add yet 
one _ more, inſtrumentall to the underſtanding of this kind 
of Scanaall in the trier notion of it, by way of farther cau» 
tion and reſtraint,and 'tis this, that 
This being effended,ſtumbling and falling #n this third and laſt 
ſence, is not to be extended to all kinds of fins, which a man may 
commir upon occafion of another mans indsfferent xQion; bur 
only to that oze kind, that conliits in doing that after bim, ci- 
ther doubting or againſt Conſcience, which he did with an 5- 
frnfed Confcience;or at molt to this other kind alfo,of doing 
fome unlawfull thing which anothers lawfull aRion was yet 
by miſtake conceived to give anthority to;and which that man 
probably would not have done, had not that wiftakes example 
thus embolden'd him. For if all finnes that by any accident 
might be occaſioned by my indifferent ation, ſhould come un« 
derthe nature of being effended or ſcandaliz'd, conſequently I 
muſt be interdiRed all indiflcrent ations ar all times, becauſe at 
all times each of them may ecca/ion(by ſome accident )ſome lin 
In another: and twill be impoſſible for me to foreſee or com» 
prehend all ſuch accidents that may occafton ſuch ſins. An at- 
on of mine may by accident produce a contrary eft:t;my faſt 
ing from fleſh may move another (that drflkes me )by way of 
oppoſition to me, to gate fleſh, though in Conſcience he be per- 
{waded he ought not;as in philo/ophy there is a thing call'd An- 
teriftaſis (by which exceſſive cold produces heat) and egqus- 
vocell generations,as when living creatures are begotten of duſt 
and ſl1me:and for ſuch accidental, perhaps contrary produaie 
on8,no /aw makes proviſion,no care iseffeQuall: only tor thoſe 
eff: Rs, that per /e, of their owne accord are likely to follow (as 
tranſcribioga Copy isa proper conſequent only to the writing 
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care and ſpirituall prudence muſt be Joined, fo that We do no! 
thing,though to us never (o lawfull, which we havereaſon to 
feare,that another who thinkes 1t unlawfull, may yer, without 
farisfying his Conſcience, belikely to do after us, or on occaſi» 
onot which he may probably do ſemething eiſe, which other: 
wiſe he would not venture to doe. 

Having thus far dealt in the retaile & gone over all the kinds 
of ſcandall ſingle, we may now aſcend to the conſideration of 
all in groſſe,and then alſo theſe Corollaries will be found true, 
that from all the kinds of Scandal it 1s cleareet.T hat no man # 
offended or ſcandaliz/d,but he that fals into ſome ſin, and there. 
fore to ſay Iam ſcandalized, in the Scripture fenſe is to con« 
feſſe I have done that which I ought not to have done; and 
then my onely remedy muſt be repentance and amendment. 

2.That to be angry greived troubled at any attion of axother, 
7s not {_to be offended ] in the Scripture ſenſe, nor conſequently 
doth it follow,that I have done amiſle in doing that which a- 
nother man 1s angry at, unlefſe my ation be in it (elfe Fe 
vill, For it it be not,theny he # angry without canſe, and that is 
bu fault,not minezyea and zpiva 2/ag9y,he judges or cenſures by 
brother that hath done no hurt, which the weake is forbid to do, 
Rom.14 3.And ſecondly, he is of all men moſt unlikely to do 
that after me, which he isapgry at me for doing, and therefore 
T have lea(t reaſon to feare,or poſſibility to foreſee,that he will 
be Scazdaliz'd in the Scripture phraſe: which feare or foreſight 
were the onely juſt motiveto me toabſteine from any juſtitiae 
ble indifferent ation, 

The occaſion of the miſtake (or in the Phs/ofophers ſtile 
the 4:noy 7% 4dS5) the reaſon that men thinke it a fault to doe 
any indifferent thing that another is angry or diÞ/eaſed at, is 
firſt the equivocallnefle of the Englith phraſe co be offended, tor 
that in Engliſh ſignifies to be diſpleaſed : but in Greeke (the 
language wherein the New Teſtament 1s written) it ſignifies 
no fuch matter,unleſle by acciJent,when being di/pleaſed with 
{ briſt,makes a man deny hin and forſake him: but then alſo 'tis 
not the being d/pleaſed,but the forſaking or dexyinghin that 1s 
meant by being offended, that is Scandaliz/d. 

Or 2. the uſe of a word thzt ſounds like this in that notable 
chapter concepning Scandall R9.14. for there indeed v.15.this 
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phraſe isnſed;[if wich thy mear 5.5. with thy citing ; dþy brother it 


;ved,or made ſorry. } Whereyet 1.Thope*cwill be much more 
jaſt tharthat one ſingle word ſhould receive its importance from 
the whole context, then the whole context from that one word. 
The whole context from the 13. to the laſt v. belongs to the 3 ſort 
of Scandal, when a-weak brother ſeeing me cat what is lawfull for 
me,becauſe my Conſcience is mſtruced, followes me,& eats'too, 
though ic be with a dowbrirg or reſiſting Conſcience.and fo fals in. 
tolin;as appeareth v.14.to bim that thinketh a thing uncleane or un- 
lawful,to him it # ſo,and therefore if he ſhall do it,he fins by fo do- 
ing, & v.42 3. he that dowbreth is damned if he eat,and therefore in all 
probability that muſt be the meaning of the 10 verſe alſo.[ Is grei« 
ved ] i.e, wounded, or fals into fin. ] explained by 3 words v. 2TI: 
ftumbling being offeaded,and being weak or ſick. And fo jt may ea» 
ily bereſolv'd to fignify. For ſecondly zvm,greife, may be taken 
for the caw/e of greife, a diſeaſe, or wound, or fall &c. as feare 1n 
Scripture ſignifies Ze»ger,whichis the cauſe of feare, according to 
a vulgar Hebrasſme ordinary in the new Teſtament,where for want 
ofthe conjugation hiphil, which in Hebrew fignifies[ ro make to 
doany thing ]che Greek is faine to uſe the ative to do. An obſer- 
yation which Hwgo Grotswe makes uſe of to explaine that Phraſe 
(I ſhall not enquire how truly) Afar. 199. and reſolves that there 
wizru [commirteth adultery] muſt ſignify [maketh her from 
who hedivorceth to commit adultery] parallel to what we read, 
Mat.5.23.50 alſo 7w2:3r,to bewaile 2 (or. 12.21. (ignifies to pus 
niſh,to uſe ſharpnefſe, which will cauſe greife,or wailing in them 
that ſuffer it, The word is very neare this other of which now we 
ſpeake,and therefore He/ychine (the belt gloſſary for the nev! Te= 
ſamen:) renders mr2v5 both by ovweres: calamity,8 avay greife, 7.0% 
preife and the cauſe of greife; which is alſo very obſervable inthe 
uſe of this very word avri or avz4 in the Septuagint z the word 
NM? which ſignifies s»firme or weak,or ſfick,beingrendred xvr35z,, 
Lam. 1.22.15 xgpit 7 aura mm, where we render my heart «© faint, 
and ſo I, 1.15 .TZoz ved) cis aumy,the whole heart # faint,by faint- 
neſſe meaning ſichneſſe, which is the cauſe of greife; and therefore 
the fame Hebrew word;isin other places rendred :4vy, affiiFion or 
pain,and vioxs Diſeaſe Denr.7.15.2grceable to the 21 ver/eof that 
Ro14. where fumbling or being offended is explained by being made 
weat, which phraſe is not to be _ inthe ſenſcthat weakeneſle 

1s 


S 37+ 


s 38, 


(24) 
is uſed in,v.1.,2.that of mfirmity or errour (for ſuch he is, befote 
ſtumbling ) but in this other, as weaknefle and diſeaſe,s.e.fin,are all 
oneeSo alſo another Hebrew word TON which fignifes perdition, 
and deltruRion,and is frequently repdred by «mwacr,is once inter« 
preted xv Pre31.6.0:% aumusfor which our Engliſh read,reedy ty 
p*ri/h.very agreeable to which doth S: Pax! here interpret greiv- 
ing the brother by deſtroying hies,s,e. bringing himvivto ſome ſnare 
or (lin;the notion of Scandal, which all this while we. ſpeake of, 
From all which obſervations,and analogies it will be no raſhnefle 
to conclude, that avzdru,berng greived, in that place, 1s perteRly 
ſynonymous with 25w3(which we there render is wade:eak,and 
Indivers places of thenew Teltament {ignifies werra; di/eaſe,or fich- 
#eſſe,and is forendred by us. Fam. 5.14.23v6 ns # any man ſichjand 
With dmdmoacwsy lt Cer,B.1t.inthe ſame matter,thy brother « 
weak,and dieth, or periſocth through weakneſſe,. and with the like 
phraſe 1n this chapter aiſo,in che end of v.15. Allwhichclearlyde, 
notate the 4i{caſe or pershing of the /oule, 8. e. fin, which will des 
ſtroy,if repentance and mercy intervene not. y. F100 
The 3 (which is indeed the maine) occafion of the miſtake,isan 
ordinary butay unjultifiable humour of men,to accuſe & condemn 
all whom they do not like, s.e. a deſire to lay fome crime to the 
cliarge ofthem, with whom they are angry,if it be bur /e defewdens 
do,that they may not be faid to be a»gry withone a canſe,and when 
they cannot find any ſuch reall crime, then they fly to the caſe of 
Scandal,and miſtaking that for effending,or diſp leaſing, or occaſin 
wing anger and diflikethers being angry with them, mutt make them 
wich whom they are angry,criminous; which what a circle itis,firlt 
to be angry without 4 canſe,and then to make that a cauſe of anger, 
(5.e.a fin in the other) becauſe I am axgrp,l conceive will not be 
hard for any to underfiand. | 
I will only addgthat if another mans diſpleaſure or anger at my ini 
different aRtion, ſhould make that my indifferent aRion a ſip againſt 
him,then any mans fin of uncharitableneſſe againſt me mult make 
me to be uncharitable,for fo I ſhould be, if I fined againſt him in 
ſcandalizing himibut if I were not ſo before, his fin (being utterly 


accidentall and extrinfecall to me) ſhallnot, 1 hope,make me £0 be 


io now. Os #92. 
To all which I ſhall hereinfert this appendage; that even for prov 
per- ſcriptureeſcandals,the criminouſnefle of them is notto bem ” 
| are 
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ſpred by the event, but by the naturall ſcandalouſnefſe, or aptneſſe 


1 give Scandels inherent in them; for I conceive God paſtes Judg» 
Ment upon ſinners by intuition, not by previſion, by ſeeing what 
the in 181n it ſelfe ,and inthe aggravating circumſtances that are 
inſeperable from it (as char ir 1s apt togive ſcandals &c.) not by 
the caſuall conſequents that may pollibly either follow or not fol- 


low.. And I conceive, that that opinion of the Papiſts (on which 


they lay part of the foundation of their Purgatory)that men may af- 
ter their Deaths fin, and have more as of (in lying on them, (by 
realon of other men finning by the ſcandall which they gave in 
their lives) then they had at their Death, and ſo require in juſt re» 
compence, ſome puniſhments increaſable above what they could 
be ad judg*d toat their death,is but a phanſy or Schoole-notion,that 
hath ſome ſhew of truch, bur little ſabſtance,ſeeing God puniſheth 
every man by the verdidc of his owne Conſcience ; and therefore 
that other (in, which my (in is apt to produce in another, will be 
by way of aggravation, laid to my charge by God, that ſees my 
heart, and the inherent ſcandalouſneſſe of that aRion of mine, 
(though that other man by the grace of God do reſiſt the Tempra- 
tion which my Scandall gavc him)as much as it he had not reſiſted 
it, & ſ@ as his not finning ſhall not excuſe & leflen my fault which 
was apt to have brought him to fin;fo in like manner, if he do not 
refiſt the temptation,or if by occaſion of it,he fall by accident(z.e, 
by the motion of ſome other part of his temper)into ſome other (in, 
to wit that of cauſteſle anger (which no ation of another can be 
faid apt toproduce z for if it might, the anger would ceaſe tobe 
caufleſſe) this accidentall fall of his ſhall not add to the (infulnefle 
of my at, any more then his former nor inning did detract from 
it,nor conſequently make ir finfull,if of it ſelfe it were nor {o. 
You will be{t judge of this truth by an example. That Heltodor a 
Bilhop commitred a fault, firſt in writing, then in ſetting forth an 


amorous light iRtion or Romaxee,and then improving that faultby 


choofing rather tolooſe his Biſhoprick then to-ſubſcribe the con» 
demnation of his worke,is and may be reaſonably acknowledged; 
That ſome men alſo by reading that Author have ſince been tranſ+ 
ported ro the commilſion of ſome fins,may not improbably be ima» 
gined;but having granted all chis(and withall that the aptnefle to 
give ſuch Scandal, was matter ofaggravation to his fin}let menow 
ſuppoſe, that immediatelyafter bis _ that book had been ww 
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(as before his death ie was condenin'd) when he was no longer: 
blero- preſerve it, would the Councels condemning and commit. 
ting thatexecutionupon that worke, any whit have mitigated his 
fentence in Heaven?to affirme that,were to ſuppoſe Purgatory,or 
fomewhat like it, or elſe that God by his foreſight of 'thar a& of 
the Gouncell ſhould haveallowed him thatmirigation at'the day 
of his particular judgment,s.e.tmpured the caſuall future ations of 
others to the preſent acquitting of himzand then, befides the man 
inconveniencesthat might attend ſuch conceſſions it mult alſo tol. 
low, that every reprinting of thatbook fince that time, bath been a 
damnadlefin(not only of giving Scandal to ſuch as-have been ſince 
infeted by it, but eſpecially )oÞuncharitablenes to that poor dead 
Biſhop, inincreaſing bis Torments,or making them capable of in. 
creaſe ever (ince,by giving him a capacity of c&rupting more res» 
ders; which humanity and charity,and- our great obligations to the 
nature of which we partake; weuld not pernitt any good Chriſti 
an to do willinglyg- and beſides though our prayers may not be al. 
lowed to be able to ferch ſoules cut of Purgatory, yer ſuch. a not 
reprinting of his book might do ſomewhatlike it, prevent the en» 
largementof his paines,though not make expiation for him.. So # 
gaine when thoſe obſcene pictures that hiſtorians mention(as Tre- 
member in Tiberizs his time) after the Authors death were burnt, 
and not permitted liberty. to corrupt the eyes of poſterity, but 4s 
retynes have had thar lucke to do it, it would by that Schoole rea» 
fon follow,that: Aretynethough inthe worke and the deſigne but 

equal {inner, were yet by this miſhap of not periſhing, become far 
more eriminouſly guilty,then that other Author;which ſure to afs 
firme were a very irrattonall-nicety.. 

3.A third Corolary,from the view of all the places together will 
be this,that to give Scandal 2 then-moſt criminous, when it ſegnifies 
by my example to bring another man toa ſin,elpecially if this ſcan» 
dalous ation oF mine be of it ſelfe a fin, abltrafted frem the (in ads 
herent of Scandal; and then let any indifferent man judge in what 
degree may thoſe be truly ſaid to ſcandatize vr offend others (or in» 
deed how they can be excuſed from that crime) who by being an» 
gry with me without a cauſe , and ſo committing that ſin againſt 
Chriſt's law, Mat.5.22.de allo by fo doing not only provoke and 
tempt meto anger back-againe, which is a ſin m me,if I yeild tot, 


and that more then accidentally cauſed by them that proveke = | 
E PP 
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(37) 
$$6:5+4: but give other 'men ,; who have a good opinionof chair 

gmentand ſanRity,a plaine patterne of that fin ofuncharitable- 
neſſe to tranſcribe & copy our, I meane,tofin alſo by cauſleſſe anger. 
4. That the great ſinof Scandall in the we of things indifferent, that 


tint, Paw! {peaks of,and reſolves againlt, Ro, 14.4 the fin of uncha- 


ntableneſſe, or-pride in deſpiſing and not. condeſcending to the weake 
brother. meanin2\by the weake brother not every one: that may fall 
into any ſin(for ſo everyone living will come under that title)bur 
particularly.in bim-that is a9; 79 mrs, weake and sgnorant.and wn 
fetled in the faith; as:it is-oppolſed to.the-ftrong, 4. e, the knowing 
Chriſtians ; ; . } © aat5 

.- And then let any. judge whether this-can belong.to them who 
profc le themſelves leaders of others, and would be unwilling:to 
be counted ignorant, and particularly who in the points wherein 
they profefle themſe!ys to be offended,are fo knowingiy teſoly'd, 
that chey will never be induced t>.do that after me which they af» 
firme themſelves ſcandalized at: which you may' diſcerne, becauſe 
they are angry and inveigh againſt me for doing of it, and do not 
ſo much as pretend that they are by my example inclined to do 
what I dogand ſo /candalized;butanly angry at me,. or:my. A ion, 
and fo offended ' | {5008 464.5 2124] 


Mean while I cannot but confefſe thatany mans wilfall fin,though 


it cannot be called weakneſſ in our vulgar notion;yet in the other 


notion of weakyneſſe,for diſeaſe of ſoule, it may well paſſe; and de» 
ſerve to be the obje& of my charity and compaſſion , as much or 
more then weakneſſe is: and therefore the uncharitableneſle of my 
brother or his cauſlefle anger againſt me being ſuch,] conceive my 
ſelfe bound ro uſe any lawfull meanes which I can hope may be a» 
bleto prevent any ſuch ſin in him, or to get or-recover him cut of 
itzefpecially if that fin of his may become probably over and above 
his uncharicableneſſe, a meanes to ſtop or hinder him in bis courſe 
of reformation, or farther growth in piety ;as probably it will bezif 


. Tagainſt whom he is thus unjuſtly wrath,be his{awfull Paſtor;for 


then thar cauſleſſe anger or rage of his againſt me may,through his 
farther defanit,occaftionin him ſome vow or reſolution, never to 


heare me,never to be moved or perſwaded by me in anything, that - 
out of the Palpit or in private reaſoning Qrexhortation, I ſhall 


(never ſo convincingly) propoſe unto him. . 
In this caſe it may be.-demanded, whether I ought in charity. to 
D3 abſtcine 


S. 41s 
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:Mmatcer, though not the cauſe of allthis ſin in him, of uncharicable. 
nefſe-and non.profictency in his Chriltian courſe, and whether if] 
do not fo abſteine_this be not to ſcardalize my brother? To which 
I breifly anſwer,1. That this anger or uncharitablenefle of his,is not 
the being ſcandaliz'd-inthe ſcripture ſence, nor conſequently in 


anger,or that which he is angry with. 

$ 45s Secondly,” Tis true indeed that his reſolving againſt my preaching 
184n him to be Scandaliz'd;i.e.to fall and be ſtopt in the ſerviceot 
God: burthis only ina generall ſenſe; as every other fuch hard, 
- hearted obdurate reſiſting of Gods'grace 18, or may be called alſo: 
and that which occafions this being Scandaliz'd,is not my indiffe 
rent aRtion,but bis anger or uncharitable conceit of me for it, un 
llefſe equiyocally, or remotely,asmy ation is the objeR of that ans 
ger.which anger is the Author of that profane reſojution. ; 
Yet Thirdly,tfJ might foreſee rhatmy indifferent a&ion would 
occalion;though unjuſtly,his anger,and his anger produce the ef. 
te& before. mentioned, I rthinke I ſhould doe well to abſteine 

from that indifferent aRtion,in charity to him. | 
S 47+ _ Butthat with theſe cautions, 1.Unlefle my indifferent aRion be 
| ordinable ro ſome good Chriſtian uſe, and deligned by me to it;fot 
Maimov. d: I- then, as the Jewes reſolve thar a tree ſet for fruit though it chance 
Colece5 to be worſhip*c, is not made-unlawfull by that meanes, ſo that in» 
different »/e{ul aRtion of mine will not be made unlawful by the 
poſſibility of that ill conſequent :- Or ſecondly unlefſe that aRion 
4nit felfe indifferent, by lawfull authority be commanded, and fo 
ceaſe to be indifferent to me who. am under that authority : Or 
thirdly,unlefle my abſteining may as probably prove matter of an» 
-ger to ſome other of contrary perſwafions:Or fourthly,unlefle that 
my abſteining,or receding,or-undoing what before I had done, be 
more likely to confirme him in his errour { which otherwiſe m 
' time being not yeilded to,he may forſake) then to prevent or allay 
his cauſleſſe anger and thoſe eftefs of it. Or fitthly, unlefſeT uſe 
ſome meanes in prudence not only ſfufficient;bur probable ro pre» 
- vent thisfin of unjuſt anger in him before,or toreform it afterward, 
But if my abſteining belike to fall ir;to all or any of theſe incon- 
$ 48- ..yeniences, then ſure 1 ought not thus to abſteine ; becauſe when 
theſe conſequences doeattend my abkeining, they are nearer and 


S$ 46- 


-ebſteine-fromhis indifferent ation , which foreſee will beth | 


that reſpet my Aﬀiona Scandall, though ic be the matter of the 


more 
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gore immediate to my abſteiping, then his reſolving againſt my 
peaching1is ro my doing of ity ++, vl, ue es 

And another conſideration alſo may be cakengthathe that will {a 
hich | euſlefly be angry and reſolve-againft the ordinary meanes of his 
nor | vation, will by the ſuggeſtion of the Devill or czempration of;his 
owne corrupt hamour, be-likely+o find out ſpme other mwarter of 
quarcell againſt me & my preaching #.c.againſt;his owne ſalvation, 
though I by abſteining from that patticulay aRion, deprive:him of 
| that. | | | 
3 And la{tly,though.i (hallnot define, yet | would have it:confiders 
rd, | £d,whether he that is fo diſpoled in ſoule and affeRtion,, that ſo 
Go: | givesup the reines of his paſſions, as upon;every or. no accalionrq 
& © brezke out into caufleſſe anger,unchariablenefle, and the efteRts of 
it forementtoned,be at all the more innocent or lefleculpadle-in the 
fight of God by the not committing of ſome one act of that 
fin,only through wanting: that or any other ane occaſion of com» 
14 | mitting chat a&.For as in good things God accepts thg,will for the 


f, || deed(ifir be a firme & ratified will,q full aRuall intention, & want: 
nothing but opportunity to ſhew it ſelfe)&againe accepts himthat. 


hath expreſt rhat will by ten only aRs,being. by want of-oppertus 
nity deprived af a poſlibility of adding one a& more to the: numy 
ber,aſwell as him , which having the apportunity that: the;orher 


Th ie) 


may be ſome reaſon to feare,that an unreſiſted,unreſtrained propens» 
fion or conſent to evill, that wants nothing,but an occationtoaRur 
ate it, will be as criminous: in.the ſight of God, as if (witbout 
any improvement or.change,but anly by mecting; with-that.ogcay 
ſion) it break forth into aRt or that an habiruall' nclinativn to.;fin 
in one man ten times actuated in the members, having no more oc- 


cafionsto aQuare it, ſhall be as ſadly: puntſhed,as the ſame degree 


more auated. 

The fame Confideration willbe proper fo orher particulars 1nct- 
dent to the matter of Scandall. As when any thirſty drunkard atu- 
ally importunate in the purſuite of his eſpouſed fin,ſhall by occali- 
on of my feaſt fall into an open a of that-ſin,(and a hundred the 
like.) The queſtion then may be, whether ſuppoſing him bent to 
excefſe,and not only habitually guiltyiof ir,bur aRually Intent up- 
onit,& only kept off by want of occaſion,he would haye bad lefle 
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wanted, hath exceeded him im the number of outward/zRs. Sa there 


of inclination and- intention through preſence af: occaſion. once 


guilt. 
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(30) 
gulle upon higſoule.if hid nor ther invited Him. T conceive ic hard: 
to maintaine the affirmative,for thoughwithmetswho'ſee norrhe 
heart,risfin isÞuniſhadle but chat inthe members (unlefſe in caſe 
of Tresfonn)yet with God rhe fin of the heart arid the hand ſcems 
eo be equally great,the aR of the mind & the a& of the body; And 
the minatcly preparations of that+ito'fin as puniſhable, as the mi. 
mtely exceutton 'of this, As in the Schoolmens 'reſemblance the 
preffingot the {tonefto the ground is as great when it is withheld 
by my hand,as when it is aQtually moving toward the center. 

1 confefe'there is ſomewhat to be faid,and perhaps with proba- 
bility,on the other (ide. And I'thinke Saint Angwuſtive ſomewhere 
exprefſeth his 'opinion, that though in good things God merciful. 
ly accepts the willfor the deed, yet out of the'ſame mercy and in- 
dulgence he puniſheth-#o7 /o in cvill things; Yet becauſe Saint Au« 
ewuſtine may perhaps meane the incompleate and not perfeR a of 
the will, (which though we yeild to be lefſe then the outward 
a&,yet the compleate aKof the will, wanting nothing but oppor» 


-Zunity of execution, may ſtill be as great,) Or however , becauſe 


there are not ſuch demonſtrable grounds of reſolution, as to yeild 
cleare convition-to all in this matter,-and to aflure the Chriſtian, 
that ſuch anaddition of any outward at of fin ſhall make the pus 
niſkment the heavier to the habituall ſinner, and ſo the abſence of 
that outward a&alleviate it;therefore, although I faid I'thinke he 
ſhould doe well to abſteine, I dare not yet affirme that he is bound 
incharicy to do ſo;Nothing but charity binding him to it, and the 
man that ſtill hath that propenſion-unreſiſted,being{upon this ſup- 
poſition, which we have made notilmprobable) liketo reape little 
profit fromthat charity, | rcpanl 


ls free,and wot ſing your liberty for a (loaks of MHalicrouſneſſe, 
but as the ſervants of God, 1 Pet.2016, 


Bnt T ſay wnto you, Fhat whoſoever u angry with his brother 
i without 4 canſe ſhall be mm danger of the judgement, Mate $e33: 
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